Luck Lutheran Church Newsletter
September 2020

Dear Friends,
Even during these days of many things being closed and
everywhere reminders to keep our social distance, I have
remained hopeful in the many new ways people have
reached out to each other in love and service. I have also
been happily astounded at the creative ways many have
found to find rest, relaxation and vacation time with loved
ones. Not as many of us are using airplanes these days to
go on vacation, but I ask, do you remember the last time
you caught a flight? If you do, you will also remember that
shortly after push back from the gate, the flight attendant
began to give an in-flight safety instruction. You are reminded that you are on a non-smoking flight, etc. You are
also told that when the captain turns on the “fasten seat
belt” sign, you are to remain in your seat with your seat
belt fastened. The final instruction includes a demonstration on use of the oxygen mask should that ever become a
necessity. The flight attendant tells us, “The little yellow
cup will fall magically from the overhead compartment,
and after securing it around your face, oxygen will flow
through the little bag even if it doesn’t inflate.”
Continued on pg. 2
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What I have always found interesting about these instructions is that we are reminded to always put on our own
masks first before attempting to help someone else with
theirs. This is true in life as well. We need oxygen of our
own before we can give life-sustaining and enabling help
to others. This is one of the reasons for our relationships
in the church. We can get a fresh dose of spiritual oxygen. This is why we need to be nourished by God’s Word
in the Bible. We must take in, breathe in, the lifesustaining power of God’s Spirit before we are any good
to those around us. As precious, beloved children of God,
we are encouraged to take care of ourselves and our
neighbors. God always provides!
Thanks be to God,
Pastor Greg.

NEW ADDITIONS TO SUNDAY DRIVE-UP WORSHIP
will include having the choice to either drive up and listen
on your radio, as you have been, or you may bring a lawn
chair and sit in the church yard (weather permitting) We
have a dual sound system available for both car radio and
outside listening.
ALSO, we are now offering communion. If possible,
please bring your own grape juice and small piece of
bread. Pastor will be saying the words of institution from
the podium, thus allowing all to commune safely in your
vehicle or in your lawn chair. We will have the elements
of grape juice and bread available for anyone who forgets
to bring their own.
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CONFIRMATION SUNDAY
September 27th
at our regular 9:30 a.m. drive-up worship service
Please join us in celebrating, encouraging, and supporting
Luck Lutheran’s Confirmation Class of 2020.

This year’s class of confirmands includes:
Adelle Rosemary Babcock
Anders Robert Dueholm
Raegan Alyssa Davis

Stella Jaine Johansen
Savannah Kaye Richter
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OUR FAITH JOURNEY (OFJ) NEWS
2020/2021 7th and 8th Grade Confirmation
On Wednesday, September 23rd at 6:00 p.m., our 7th & 8th grade
students and parents are invited to an informational meeting
and discussion concerning this year’s plan for confirmation instruction. The meeting will be held in the fellowship hall where
we can spread out and keep our safe distances.
This year’s class of 7th & 8th graders include:
Dallis Strehlo
Kaeden Werner
Jenna Babcock
Owen Broten
James Pedersen
Levi King

Upcoming OFJ Event
This year’s OFJ theme will be
“Dear Scared, Worried, and Misguided People of the Church. Love, Paul”
At this time we are not able to meet for OFJ in
our “traditional” way each Wednesday. In order
to stay connected, we would like to offer an opportunity to meet once per month for a fun family activity. This
will be a “come one, come all“ multi-generational evening outside that will allow room for everyone to be socially distanced.
Please join us on September 23rd from 5:30-7:00 p.m. for a
campfire and other activities. More details will be provided
soon!
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"God's work. Our hands."
Sunday, September 13th
Covid 19 has changed how we can use our hands for God's
work for sure. Group activities are out of the question at least
for now. However, participation in our on-going projects is still
possible.
Please continue to support our local food banks with your dollar donations. Face masks are still being made by some faithful
sewers in our congregation and kits are still available in the
coolers at the front of the church. Over 100 school kits were
assembled for Lutheran World Relief using donations from
members.
A visible part of GWOH Sunday are those bright yellow tshirts. Please wear your shirt in the community during the
month of September, and especially to church on the 13th. If
you ordered a shirt, it's available for pick-up; if you meant to
order one and didn't, a variety of youth and adult sizes are for
sale for $10 each. The shirts can be found on one of the kitchen
carts in the kitchen (away from the narthex construction debris)
during open hours, or outside by the collection basket during
church services. Please place your payment in the pouch on the
cart, and make your check payable to Luck Lutheran.
Consider volunteering to help with the remodel project as you
are able.
Finally, since we can't serve as a group this year, consider doing a random act of kindness for a stranger or friend. For example, pay for the meal or coffee for the person behind you at a
drive thru, bring someone some unexpected flowers or a homemade treat, call someone that might be feeling lonely or isolated, or offer to do some shopping for a person more high-risk
than yourself. Think YELLOW and use your nice clean hands
for God's work! Thank you for being a generous member of
Luck Lutheran!
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COVID 19 Stimulus Check Appeal for ministries of the
Northwest Synod of Wisconsin
August 1, 2020
Friends in Christ:
Over the past few months our lives have changed dramatically.
Daily routines have been disrupted, new challenges have arisen.
In spite of Covid 19, the ministry of the Northwest Synod of
Wisconsin continues to be impactful, making a difference in the
world for Jesus’ sake. I am grateful for your generous prayerful
and financial support of the work that we do together. I invite
you to join me and our synod council in continuing to support
the synod’s ministry with a special gift. Perhaps you received a
COVID stimulus check. For many this check was a blessing, a
needed relief for those who had lost income.
However, if you are able, I invite you to consider making a gift
from those funds to support essential synod ministries. Consider
these opportunities:
Give a gift to your home congregation
Give a gift that will keep on giving by donating to the
• Synod Endowment Fund http://nwswi.org/endowmentfund
Give to the ongoing work of the NWSWI
http://nwswi.org/giving
• Give to the synod’s general fund
• Give to our companion synod in Malawi
• Give to our synod’s newest Latino/a ministry, Neighbor to
Neighbor
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Give directly to one of our synod’s ministries
• Bible Camps: Luther Park, Luther Point, Wapogasset, Amnicon
• Lutheran Campus Ministries: UW-Eau Claire, UW-Stout,
UW-River Falls
As a Synod, we are making a difference for Jesus’ sake
1. The synod’s capital campaign, endowment fund and staff
helped congregations upgrade technology and provided
assistance as nearly every congregation in the synod went
to worship and meetings on line during the pandemic.
2. The synod ministers provided additional education, support, encouragement, and resources for both worship and
faith formation to pastors, deacons, SAMS and congregations since March.
3. The synod has provided financial support to the Lutheran
church in Malawi to help with flood relief and pastor’s salaries during the pandemic.
4. The synod’s justice team has been meeting and working on
video resources on racial, gender, environmental and hunger justice issues. The synod is launching a NEW Latinx
racial justice ministry called Neighbor to Neighbor that will
focus on connecting with our American Latinx neighbors.
5. The Northwest Synod awarded small ELCA COVID 19
grants to our synod’s Bible Camps and Lutheran Campus
Ministries hit hard by loss of income during the pandemic.
Thank you for your faithful partnership in ministry in the past!
I invite you to join me and the members of the Northwest Wisconsin Synod Council in making a special gift to support the
synod that will benefit the ministries of every congregation in
NW Wisconsin as we move forward together in God’s mission
for the sake of the world.
Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson
Continued pg. 8
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Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses let
us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let
us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus
the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that
was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame and has
taken his seat a t the right hand of the throne of God. Hebrews 12:1-2


Luther Point Virtual 5k
Join Luther Point Bible Camp for our
first ever virtual 5k run/walk! Virtual
5k’s have been happening for years and
allow you to support Luther Point’s
ministry without gathering in a large
group! You can run, walk, bike, hike,
swim, canoe or any other method you can think of to complete
your 5k (3.1 miles). Sign up, pay the registration fee, print out
your bib and complete the challenge between September 5 and
12, 2020. Post pictures of you completing the race on our facebook page with #LutherPoint5k to enter a drawing to win
some new camp store items!
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MISSION ACTION – September
God’s Work, Our Hands
A huge “thank you” to Lori Aherns who
has done most of the shopping this year
for supplies to fill 100 School Kit bags for
Lutheran World Relief! Thanks, too, for
monetary donations from a couple members, the Grace Fund, and Thrivent and to those who chose to
complete kits on their own. Having grandchildren fill bags was
a great project for one family. Because of the Covid-19 pandemic
this year we will not be assembling kits on “God’s Work, Our
Hands” Sunday. Plans are to share some supplies with local
school districts. By working together and making a few changes
this year, we were still able to be the church in our world today.
Thank you for your generosity!!

Quilting Squares
Anyone wanting to sew together quilting squares can pick them
up at church. They are on the counter in the quilting closet in the
Fellowship Hall.

AN URGENT PLEA FOR PRAYERS AND DONATIONS
FROM LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF

Help us replace Quilts & Kits lost in the explosion
Your love is well-known in Lebanon, reaching poor Lebanese
families and large populations of Syrian and Palestinian refugees
to overcome the challenges of the country’s ongoing economic9
crisis.
Continued on pg. 10

Unfortunately, the blast destroyed three of LWR’s 40-foot shipping containers, which were stored in the port and held more
than 22,000 LWR Mission Quilts, 100 cartons of School Kits, 300
cartons of Personal Care Kits and 125 cartons of Baby Care Kits
that were being prepared for distribution to an estimated 24,550
men, women and children who were already in great need.
Our hearts are breaking as we grieve and pray with our brothers and
sisters in Beirut. We are committed to replacing the aid that was lost
and are working on an emergency response to provide assistance as the
city recovers and rebuilds.

— Daniel Speckhard, president & CEO
The total monetary value of this loss is more than $623,000, while
the value of the time and love our quilters and kit-makers put
into sewing, assembling and praying over these items is impossible to calculate. Though this loss is small compared to any loss of
life, we are devastated that our neighbors who were already
struggling — and who need these items now more than ever —
will suffer even more without them.
Your gift to our World of Good emergency response fund will
help get quilts and kits into the hands that need them in Lebanon.
To donate, visit: www.lwr.org/beirut-blast-donation


Luck Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes
July 20, 2020
President Brad Werner called the meeting to order at 7:04 PM.
Present: Pastor Greg Ofsdahl, Juanita Dietmeier, Brad Werner,
Dale Nelson, Kris McCormack, Dan Hischer, Kelly Steen, Lori
Vilstrup, Lori Aherns. Youth Representative: None.
Continued on pg. 11
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Guest: Paula Hischer; Absent: Chuck Boutcher; Devotion presented by: Pastor Greg
Motion to approve the agenda with the following additions: resignation of treasurer; Motion to approve minutes from June 22
meeting. Made by Lori V and Second by Kris; motion carried
without discussion.
Treasurer's Report: Presented by Paula. Motion made to approve report and ledger sheet by Lori A, second by Kelly; motion carried without discussion.
Old Business:
1. Opening of church discussion: Extended discussion on pros
and cons of re-opening the church for worship in the sanctuary.
Pastor Greg and Kris shared emails and conversations received
by members, with opinions both in favor of opening and not
opening. A motion was made by Lori A, seconded by Juanita as
follows: “Proceed with an outside “lawn chair” service option
for the next month, which would mean physical distancing being maintained, and also continue the FM radio option.” This
motion carried by a vote of 8 to 1. Additionally, the council decided to meet in 2 weeks to evaluate this plan, and council members will call those on their phone lists to ask for feedback from
members on this issue.

2. Narthex remodel vote counts: The 7/19/20 vote on the Narthex Remodel Project resulted in a 2/3 majority in favor of proceeding with the remodel. The Committee will meet on 7/22,
and letters will go out to those who pledged money to submit
the funds. It should be stressed that the project will not proceed
until the money is in hand.
New Business:
1. Technology Committee update: Flat screen digital displays
have been installed. Brad reported that used Chromebooks
have been donated to drive the displays.
Continued on pg. 12
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These screens were purchased with funds in a “Mission Investment Fund” savings account, which was making very little interest income, and was cashed out.
2. Grace Fund update: The Grace Fund has opted to disband.
They had $6639.41 in their account, and members voted to disperse the funds as follows: $1000 to establish a Pastor’s discretionary fund, $1000 to men’s jail ministry, $1000 to Loaves and
Fishes Food Bank, $1000 to Luther Point camperships, $1500 to
install handicapped openers on the inside set of doors at the
front entry, $500 to Lutheran World Relief school kits, and
$639.41 to Northwest Homeless Shelters (operates Hope House).
The council acknowledged the hard work of this group over
many years. Motion was made by Kelly, second by Kris to approve the dispersement of these funds, motion unanimously carried.
3. Miscellaneous Giving Account (clean-up): After zeroing-out
funds with negative balances, maintaining the Prayer Shawl and
Remodeling funds, $998.12 remained. Motion made by Kelly
and seconded by Kris to use $500 to start a Capital Improvement
account, and the remaining $498.12 for the Salvation Army Backpack program in Polk County. Motion was carried unanimously.
4. Resignation of treasurer: Brad reported the resignation of
Chuck Boutcher per Chuck’s request for personal reasons. His
resignation was accepted with the following letter: “On behalf
of the Luck Lutheran Church, the church council would like to
thank you for your diligent service to the congregation; not only
while serving on council as treasurer, but for the many things
you have done to further the mission of Christ’s Church. You
have been blessed with a multitude of gifts and talents and we
appreciate the integrity with which you utilize them in sincere
effort to keep this congregation moving in the right direction.”
Appointment of new treasurer will be discussed at the “short
agenda” council meeting on August 3.
Continued on pg. 13
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Team Reports:
Education- Juanita. VBS is happening via take-home project
bags and ZOOM meetings on Wednesday nights for 5 sessions.
There has been good participation. There will be no ABC Preschool this year, and insurance coverage for this program was
discontinued.
Finance- no further report
Generosity- Lori V no report
Evangelism/Outreach: Lori A- Facemask project continues.
Assisting with gathering of supplies for school bag donation to
LWR. Plan to meet in next two weeks. Taking orders for
GWOH shirts, looking for ideas for GWOH Sunday.
Property- Kelly and Dan: Blacktop project by kitchen door
completed. Brian Paulsen has completed drawers for storing
paraments.
Worship- Kris no report
Pastor Greg's report: PGO will be on vacation 7/27 to 8/8.
Next Council Meeting: “Short Agenda” meeting August 3 at 6
pm; regular meeting August 17 at 6 pm.
Devotion next meeting by: Dale
Motion to adjourn made by Kelly, second by Lori V, and adjourned at 9:09 pm. Closed with “Prayer for the journey”.

Respectfully submitted,

Lorelei Aherns, Secretary
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Ruby’s Pantry ~ 210 E Park Ave., Luck
September 15th from 12:00-1:30 p.m.
$20.00 Cash Donation ~ Everyone is Welcome!





Luck FFA is selling mums! $8.00 basic planter or $20 bushel basket. Contact Kristen Konder at (715) 472-2152. Orders will be
ready the first week of October!
14

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DONATIONS TO LLC
We now have a charitable giving account on AmazonSmile!! If
you are shopping online, please consider doing so through the
Luck Lutheran Church link on AmazonSmile. When you do,
0.5% of eligible purchases will go to our church on a quarterly
basis. There are no fees for our church to participate in this program. Thanks for your generosity!!

LUCK LUTHERAN PRAYER CHAIN
Thank you to all of you who have been a part of our prayer
chain either by email or by phone. If you are not on our prayer
chain member list and would like to be included, please call
Sheila Brom, our Prayer Chain Coordinator, at 715-566-2187 or
email at smbrom@lakeland.ws. Also, if you want someone to
be added to our prayers, please talk to Sheila.
We can pray about all aspects of our lives and the lives of others, including thanks to God for prayers that are answered.
REMEMBER…THINGS HAPPEN WHEN WE PRAY!!

ELECTRONIC GIVING
Enjoy the convenience of electronic giving: Luck Lutheran
offers Vanco electronic giving, which allows you to make donations on a scheduled, automatic basis. To set up electronic
contributions, complete the authorization form that is available in the church office or visit the church website
www.lucklutheran.org and follow the directions to donate. In
terms of the app, please go to the App store on your phone or
other device, and download the Give+ app. Once that is
downloaded you can search for our church and a form will
pop up that you can fill out to complete your giving.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
LUCK LUTHERAN MEMBERS
To make the job of our offering counters easier we ask everyone
to please use their offering envelopes. This saved them a lot of
time. If you didn’t receive your offering envelopes in the mail,
please call or step by the church office. Thank you!

Luck Lutheran Church Value Statement
Luck Lutheran is a church who knows Jesus Christ as our Lord
and Savior. As people led by God’s Spirit, we:
•
•
•
•
•

Show love by accepting, caring and forgiving
Exemplify ethical behaviors through honesty, tactfulness,
and speaking truthful love.
Reflect a spirit of generosity by giving, serving and caring.
Welcome people by being friendly, accepting and joyful.
Are an engaged community, involved with people of all
ages, learning and growing in Christ.


REMEMBER THOSE IN THE NURSING HOME
(Please contact the church office 472-2605 if any names have
been omitted)
UNITED PIONEER HOME – 623 South 2nd Street, Luck WI
54853; (L) = Luck

(L) Jerome Horky

(L) Donald Larsen (L) Glenn Haylock
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
2 Alex McCabe
Cheryl Langeness
4 Wyatt Jensen
5 Ruby Johansen
8 Spike Maiden Mueller
Noah Mortel
9 Alyssa Close
11 Adam Anderson
Antoinette Horky
Mack Erickson
14 Pete Byl
17 Eric Dueholm

18 Reghan Broten
Dan Deiss
Landon Holdt
Lori Warhol
19 Robin Lindvall
20 Debra Cardenas
22 Mark Anderson
24 Cynthia Kreutzian
25 Therese Creuzer
Zoe Zuckweiler
28 Grace Thoreson


MEMORIAL GIFTS AT LUCK LUTHERAN
In Memory Of
Ken Holdt

For
Sacristy parament drawers

Amount
$85.00



PASTORAL ACTS ~ Baptisms on August 9, 2020:
Nadia Charee Benson
Teagan Rose Benson
Ellie Sophia Freedlund
Ella Lue Wiernasz
Nora Joycelyn Giller
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MISSION BOX SCORE ~ JULY 2020
July 5
July 12
July 19
July 26

General Offering
$3,203.00
$1,344.00
$4,329.00
$496.00

Mortgage Gifts
$2,030.00
$0
$20.00
$0

Vanco/EFT

$4,359.00

$5.00

TOTAL JULY
INCOME:

$13,731.00

$2,078.00

YEAR TO DATE INCOME

$102,992.88

NEEDED FOR BUDGET:

$99,390.00

JULY EXPENSES:

$11,917.86

TOTAL EXPENSES TO
DATE:

$86,514.43

$5,427.50

JULY DEBT REDUCTION SALES: $45.00
JAN-JULY TOTAL DEBT REDUCTION SALES: $887.63

NOTE: JUNE REVISIONS:

INCOME $16,982.00
YTD INCOME $89,261.88


THANK YOU NOTE TO GRACE FUND
•

Northwoods Homeless Shelter would like to thank you for
your generous gift of $639.41. This donation will go to support the operation of the Hope House. Sincerely, Virginia
Ormsby
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LOAVES & FISHES INTERFAITH FOOD PANTRY
MONTHLY REPORT~ JULY 2020
300 1st St. - P.O. Box 554, Luck, WI 54853
Hours of Operation- Tues & Thurs 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Households Served: 54 (Luck 35 / Unity 19)
Adults: 90
Children: 5
Total: 95
New Families: 1 (Unity)
USDA Food Received:
1,652 lbs.
Donations:
769 lbs.
Groceries Purchased:
47 lbs.
Volunteer Hours: 53 hours
Items needed for next month:



Peanut Butter
Personal Items

*Mac N’ Cheese



FOOD SHELF HELP NEEDED!
As we all know, the Covid-19 pandemic has made food banks
even more important to even more people. The Loaves and Fishes Food Bank in Luck has an urgent need for more volunteers. Loaves and Fishes operates on Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 10:30 am to 1 pm for lead, and 11 am to 1 pm for general
volunteers. At least 3 people need to be present to manage the
need. Please give volunteering some prayerful consideration. Remember, as people of God, we do God's work with our
hands, always!

If you are interested in helping, please contact Sharon Paulsen @
612-819-1741 or Lori Aherns @ 715-441-0707.
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LUCK LUTHERAN CHURCH

Congregation of
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
CONTACT US:
510 Foster Avenue East, Luck, WI 54853
(715) 472-2605; Fax: (715) 472-8300
llcpastor@lakeland.ws
secretarypaula@lakeland.ws
newsletter@lucklutheran.org

Kitchen/ABC Express Preschool
(715) 472-8300
VISIT US:
www.lucklutheran.org
OUR STAFF/COUNCIL
Pastor Greg Ofsdahl, Pastor………..(office)…...(715) 472-2605
(cell)……...(715) 419-0010
Brad Werner, President . ……………………………..(715) 292-7651
Kelly Steen, Vice President & Property Team……. (715) 566-1747
Juanita Dietmeier, OFJ Team…………………………(715) 566-3674
Kris McCormack, Worship & Music Team…………(715) 557-0119
Lori Aherns, Secretary & Evangelism/Outreach …..(715) 441-0707
Dan Hischer, Property Team.………………………...(715) 554-2213
Dale Nelson, Evangelism/Outreach Team..………..(715) 371-0250

Lori Vilstrup, Treasurer & Generosity Team ……..(715) 566-0794
Paula Hischer, Office Secretary……………………...(715) 472-2605
Trudi Morse, Custodian……………………………...(715) 808-4274
Mark Babcock, Custodian……………………………(715) 472-2612
Stephanie Johnson, Newsletter Editor.........……….(651) 269-7149
Margie Nelson, Organist……………………………..(715) 472-2828
Janet Holdt, Organist…………………………………(715) 472-8491
Barb Sparish, Chimes Director ……………………..(715) 566-4283

Mark Nelson, Choir Director ……………………….(715) 483-3152
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