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PONDERINGS OF THE PASTOR
“See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will
suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is
coming, says the LORD of hosts. 
But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a
refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the
descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in
righteousness.” --Malachi 3:1 - 3
Welcome to the season of Advent. The season of watching and waiting. The season of preparing
our hearts and our lives to be in the presence of the one for whom we wait: Jesus Christ.
The Old Testament prophet Malachi raises an interesting metaphor for the advents of our Lord – it
is like a “refiner’s fire and like fuller’ soap – images of burning and cleaning away our impurities so
we are made clean. Malachi has a disturbing question for all who proclaim God’s arrival with joyful
expectation: Are you ready? Do you know what it means? Who can endure it? 
Malachi’s proclamation may strike a discordant tone with our Advent expectations. Our
preparations are often informed by images of sweet baby Jesus surrounded by choirs of angels
and placid sheep around the manger. Jesus brings serenity, peace on earth, goodwill to all. And
while we can affirm that the coming of Jesus Christ, the prince of peace, is good news of great joy
for all people, this does not mean that Christ’s presence demands nothing of us or leaves us
unchanged.
Like a refiner’s fire and cleansing soap, the arrival of Christ in our midst calls us to reverent
obedience and faithful praise. The good news is indeed that we will not be left unchanged but will
be reformed and refined to become like Christ.
The prophet raises a challenge for each of us. As we proclaim Christ’s coming with Advent
expectation, the promise of Christ’s arrival should prompt us to self-reflection and even make us
uncomfortable. Are we ready?
As we move into the season of Advent and then into Christmas, know that God is with you leading
the way. He is constantly at work in you – refining your impurities daily – so that the light of Christ
may be reflected off of you and shine brightly within you. What a gift.
And so we wait……..
Pastor Mary Ann



As a young pastor and working mom, I struggled with 
the challenges of balancing work and home life, often 
while carrying a child in my womb, arms, on my hip, in a front or back 
baby pack, or car seat. Now my children are adults, and I have the joy of 
watching them carry my grandchildren. They do it differently than I did, 
their car seats are much nicer than the ones we had, but like us, they carry 
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their children with much love. I am still carrying my adult children and 
grandchildren and will always carry them, in my heart with much love. 
This Advent and Christmas season I’m reflecting on Mary, the God bearer. 
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(In Greek it’s Theotokos.) Mary carried Jesus. Like all parents she carried 
her child with love, but she is also the God bearer. It was a brave thing 
Mary did to bear God into the world. 
To love is a brave thing. It is a brave thing to become a parent. Mothers put 
their own lives at risk bearing a child in their womb and giving birth. It 
requires a measure of bravery for parents to bring a child into this world 
filled with the bad news of climate disasters, gun violence, war, political 
upheaval, racism, food/water insecurity, and escalating health and higher 
education costs. 
History has painted Mary to be quiet, meek and mild, submissive to God’s will, but a closer read shows 
3us that Mary was brave. Mary was neither meek nor superhuman. She had grit. She was faithful, 
courageous, strong and brave. Most of all, she was human. Her encounter with the angel Gabriel, the 
messenger of God made her brave. She knew that her pregnancy was dangerous and she could die giving 
birth. She also knew that as an unmarried teenaged mother it would cause upheaval in her family and 
community. She would give birth to Jesus during Roman occupation, a time of political unrest. Mary 
was brave. Her encounter with the living God made her brave 

Her encounter with God gave her bravery and the faith to see that if God was calling her God would also 
protect her. It revealed to her that God chooses the people on the margins, those overlooked and 
underestimated. Bearing God in the world was to bring good news and hope to those oppressed. 
May Mary, the God Bearer, inspire us all to be brave! 
This Advent and Christmas season, I invite you to be Theotokos, God Bearers. I invite you to carry the 
good news of Christ’s birth, life, death and resurrection to all those we meet on this journey of life and the 
love of Jesus in your hearts always. Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson 

Advent, Christmas and Epiphany blessings to you from Bishop Laurie Skow-
Anderson, Synod Ministers, Elizabeth Bartsch, Sara Villarreal Bishop, Diane House,
Lidixe Montoya, Randy Olson, Laura Ramlow 

Mary the Brave: Mary the God Bearer 

1 Robert Munsch, I’ll Love You Forever, Firefly Books (September 1, 1995) 
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 Since the 3rd century, Christians had referred to Mary as theotokos, “God-bearer.” The first documented usage of 
the term is in the writings of Origen of Alexandria in AD 230. Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God | uCatholic 
3 Mary the Brave: Neither Meek nor Superhuman - CBE International 

Luke 1: 26ff In the sixth month
the angel Gabriel was sent by
God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged
to a man whose name was
Joseph, of the house of David.
The virgin’s name was
Mary.And he came to her and
said, “Greetings, favored one!
The Lord is with you… “Do not
be afraid, Mary, for you have
found favor with God. And now,
you will conceive in your womb
and bear a son, and you will
name him Jesus. He will be
great and will be called the Son
of the Most High,… the child to
be born will be holy; he will be
called Son of God… For
nothing will be impossible with
God.” Then Mary said, “Here
am I, the servant of 
the Lord; let it be with me
according to your word.” Then 
the angel departed from her. 
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LOAVES AND FISHES FOOD PANTRY
In Confirmation we are learning about both global and local hunger issues. On November 1, we paid a
visit to Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry in Luck. Gina Bungo, one of the volunteers at the Pantry, 
showed us around the space and told us how people who are food insecure have access to the food. We
brought gifts with us on our visit: Our confirmation families donated $90 in cash and 109 pounds of
food! Another family promised 50-60 pounds of winter squash from their garden for the pantry. We
have been blessed to be a blessing – all of these donations are greatly appreciated!

LOAVES & FISHES FOOD PANTRY needs your
help on Tuesday and Thursday mornings located
at the Luck Lions building.   If you can help in any
of these days during the week, please contact Pam
Girtz at phone #320-232-7541; email:
girtzp@gmail.com. 
Thank you!







The GO Committee would like to thank everyone
involved in making the first Fall Dinner Take Out

Meal a great success! We served around 200
people and were out of meatballs by 5:30pm. We
also want to thank those who made such beautiful

and creative baskets, they were a huge hit! We
could not have accomplished this without your

help!



  Mission Action      God's Work    Our Hands

            As I write this article, Thanksgiving will soon be here.  How
thankful are you for your wonderful life here in the USA?  We do not
wonder about where we will sleep tonight or how we will feed ourselves
and our family tomorrow.  Will another earthquake shake our home?  Will
it get below freezing again tonight because we don't have anything in
this tent to keep us warm?
           How does Jesus call us to respond?  Your love does make a
difference with the quilt, school and personal care kits we make as part
of the answer.  They bring comfort and joy where there is none to
hundreds of people in crisis.  We should be thankful that we can bring
this hope to hundreds.
           We pray this prayer:  God of wonder and awe.  Fill our lives
with your presence so we may go and share our riches with our own
community and with communities around the world.  In the name of your
Son, Jesus Christ.  Amen

2 Marni Holdt
4 Margie Evenson
7 Matt Babcock
7 Elyse Vant
8 Dalton Rowell
9 Susan Gilhoi
9 Chuck McBrayer
9 Grant Johnson
9 Jacob Pedersen
10 Rick Giller
10 Brian Holdt
11 Broc Carter
12 Devyn Ellefson
13 Kent Petersen
16 Steven Holdt
16 Hilda Trudeau
17 Amelia King
18 Sharon Paulsen
19 Sandi Langeness
20 Sandy Madsen
20 Abby Thoreson
20 Richard Eichten
23 Melody Hutton
24 Delores Nordling
25 Lori Stevens
26 Cashton Ellefson
26 Payton Ellefson
27 Isabelle Jensen
28 Marcy Plomski
28 Walker Holdt
29 Kylie Jo Broten

GENEROSITY TREE

Are you looking for a great Christmas gift designated to a specific fund for
Luck Lutheran, please see our Generosity Tree located in the narthex. We
have Red envelopes that are for Luck Lutheran’s Campership Fund; Pink
envelopes for the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund; Yellow envelopes for the
Boiler Fund, Blue envelopes for MMW (Monthly Meals on Wheels) and White
envelopes for 2024 Youth Gathering in New Orleans. Each envelope
contains what this gift entails. If you would like to contribute to these funds,
please take an envelope and put your gift in the envelope and put it in the
offering plate. Thank you so much for your generosity.







ALTAR FLOWERS
If there is a particular Sunday you want to remember someone or in honor of someone,

please sign up on the sign up sheet on the bulletin board in the narthex.  The flowers will be
$18.00. Please make your check out to Luck Lutheran Church and we will get them ordered

for you.  If you have any questions, please feel free to call the office at 715-472-2605.  
Flowers can also be ordered by calling the church office.

ELCA GOOD GIFTS:  As members of the ELCA we’re called to serve and love our
neighbors in Christ’s name. The ELCA Good Gifts catalog makes it easy to share the love of

Christ with those in need.  By shopping the ELCA Good Gifts catalog you can choose
meaningful gifts in honor of loved ones while also making a real impact.  ELCA Good Gift

catalogs are located on the table under the table in the narthex.  Thank you.



AMAZON SMILE   A way to make a donation to Luck Lutheran Church!
We now have a charitable giving account on AmazonSmile!  If you are shopping online, please

consider doing so through the Luck Lutheran Church link on AmazonSmile:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-1320794.  When you do, 0.5% of eligible purchases will go to

our church on a quarterly basis.  There are no fees for our church to participate in this program.

GIFT OF WARM CLOTHES:  Bone Lake Lutheran Church collects new and gently used
outerwear for kids and adults throughout the winter.  When churches, schools, or county

agencies need help with these items in an emergency, they don’t hesitate to give Bone Lake a
call.  Bone Lake Lutheran had a huge distribution of winter items in October serving many, many

families in our region.  Now the “stock” needs replenishing and they have reached out to us to
help gather donations.  Can you help?  Please bring new or clean, gently used boots,

snowpants, jackets, hats, and gloves to Luck Lutheran anytime between now and December
10th.  There will be bins in the entryway to fill up.  Any donations will be greatly appreciated.  If

you have any questions, please talk to Pastor Mary Ann.  Thank you!

WAYS TO CONTRIBUTE TO LUCK LUTHERAN:  1) Check writing and can use your offering
envelopes; 2) Vanco Electronic Giving by visiting the church website www.lucklutheran.org and

follow the ways to donate. 3) Bank transactions to Luck Lutheran Church with NO fees involved.  
NOTE: If you use your credit card, Luck Lutheran is charged a fee for each transaction.  This is a

very costly fee for Luck Lutheran when you use your credit card, so if you could have your
donations come with a check in the mail from your bank to Luck Lutheran Church, 510 Foster

Avenue East there will be NO fees charged.  Thank you!

THE EDUCATION TEAM NEEDS YOUR HELP!! The Education Team is in
need of congregation members to help lead our children into learning about

our Lord and strengthening their faith.  There is a sign up sheet to teach
classes starting in January as they are practicing for the Christmas

Program now through Christmas. There are sign-up sheets on the bulletin
board in the narthex for help preparing and serving a meal.  Please sign up
on the board if you can help!!  NOTE:  If you are interested in preparing a
meal, Luck Lutheran can help with the cost of buying the food, if need be.

Please contact Paula at 715-472-2605.  Thank you.
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